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An independent school for boys
OUR PROSPECTUS

“Loyola Preparatory School is an
outstanding school with a Catholic ethos
which is based on the principles and
characteristics of Ignatian education.”
Diocese of Brentwood Inspection Report 2014

“Mass is like
talking to Jesus”
Pre-Prep 1 pupil, aged 6
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADMASTER
As the Head of a leading Catholic preparatory school in Essex, for boys aged 3 to 11,
I am delighted that you are considering us for your son.

Welcome to Loyola
As the Head of a leading Catholic preparatory school in
Essex, for boys aged 3 to 11, I am delighted that you are
considering us for your son.
We are a Roman Catholic school but we welcome pupils of
all denominations and creeds and are extremely proud of the
multi-cultural variety in our intake. We want to encourage
our pupils to learn, and appreciate the faith systems of those
around them.

Loyola Preparatory School – rose five places in 2013
to 15th in The Sunday Times Top 100 Prep Schools,
and is now highest ranked in Essex.
“Pupils of all abilities make a rapid rate of
progress. Consequently they reach excellent
levels of achievement. The high quality teaching
they receive is the main contributing factor in
enabling such rapid progress to be made and
such high standards to be achieved.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate 2013

We are incredibly proud of our consistently high levels of
academic achievement, which has been recognised and
praised throughout our recent ISI Inspection Report 2013.
We know that choosing a school for your child is one of the
most important aspects of parenting. I hope this prospectus
gives you an overview of our school community. Should you
require further information, please do not hesitate to contact
us or pay us a visit in person.
I look forward to hearing from you and to welcoming you
and your son into our school.
Peter Nicholson, B.Ed (Hons); Cert Ed

03

WHY CHOOSE AN ALL-BOYS’ SCHOOL?
Research confirms that boys’ learning patterns are entirely different from girls’ – at Loyola
we recognise these differences and adjust our teaching accordingly.
Research confirms that boys’ learning patterns are entirely
different from girls’ – at Loyola we recognise these differences
and adjust our teaching accordingly. We capitalise on boys’
competitive nature and their need for structure. At Loyola we
organise our teaching into small groups and reinforce learning
through role play, physical activity and multi-media stimuli to
prevent distraction. As a result, our boys achieve standards well
above the national levels.
We offer enhanced opportunities to take part in a wide
variety of sports, in technology, computing and design, as
parents might readily expect, but our boys are also immersed
fully in the arts; in instrumental and choral music, in drama
and art – both as technicians and as observers – areas that in
co-educational settings may be far more densely populated by
girls. Boys’ schools offer a more holistic approach and we’re
very proud of the family atmosphere at Loyola.
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Why choose a faith school?

Pastoral Care

Faith schools encourage pupils to become part of their school
community, to develop their own awareness of the world
around them.

The pastoral welfare of pupils is a fundamental aspect of
the school’s mission. Each class has a form teacher who is
responsible for pupils’ day-to-day welfare with a designated
member of staff responsible for the pastoral welfare of the boys.

Our Catholic ethos has a tradition of prayer and collective
worship which are mainstays of our routines. We are not
seeking to impose these, but rather to show how a community
acts which is dedicated to a faith or a set of values.
At Loyola we follow the precepts of the Jesuit characteristics
of education; to promote the Greater Glory of God through
fully developing pupils’ natural talent in order to give service
to others. This underlines and gives purpose to everything
we do; it motivates and inspires us to identify, cultivate and
maximise the talents of our pupils.
We see faith as a backbone of life and we value and
appreciate the multi-faiths that are represented in our
school, as well as those families whom are of no faith. It does
not make us a closed shop, but inspires us to a universal
welcome to our community.

The school employs midday assistants to support the boys
at playtime, and a large number of teaching assistants who
provide additional support in classrooms. The older boys
act as role models for the younger boys with two Rudiments
boys (Year 6) allocated to each of the younger classes up to
Elements (Year 4) so that pupils with particular concerns can
approach them.
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LEARNING AT LOYOLA

Our school day starts at 8.30am and finishes at 3.05pm. There are extra-curricular
activities available to our boys after school each afternoon.
Our school day starts at 8.30am and finishes at 3.05pm.
There are extra-curricular activities available to our boys after
school each afternoon. Please see page 12 for further details.
Pupils are organised into three phases; Early Years, Lower
School and Upper School. We have excellent transition
arrangements in place to ensure our pupils’ success as
they move up the school. Our high achievements are a
testament to this.
Early Years
• Kindergarten
• Reception 1
• Reception 2
Lower School
• Pre-Prep 1
• Pre-Prep 2

Upper School
• Prep
• Elements
• Figures
• Rudiments

Early Years (Kindergarten and Receptions)
Our youngest pupils start in the Kindergarten for half days or
full days as determined in discussion with parents. We follow
the six key areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage and
work to support:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical development
Expressive arts and design
Communication, language and literacy
Personal, social and emotional development
Mathematics
Understanding of the world

We add to this a seventh area of Religious Education and
incorporate our religious scheme of work, The Way, The
Truth and The Life, in an age-appropriate way.
Our goal is to build boys’ confidence and independence and
prepare them for a productive journey throughout the school.
They are taught different sounds and reading skills and
develop number and letter formation to provide a basis for the
transition into the Lower School.

“I really like cutting
and sticking”
Reception 1 pupil, aged 4

LOWER SCHOOL

Pre-Prep 1 and Pre-Prep 2: Our pupils are appointed to one of four school houses to encourage them to
compete for points in school work, behaviour and in various inter-house competitions.
Our pupils are appointed to one of four school houses
to encourage them to compete for points in school work,
behaviour and in various inter-house competitions.
Much of the morning sessions are devoted to English and
maths. There is a specific focus on reading and writing during
both years. Other highlights include weekly lessons in ICT
to develop their technology skills. Geography, history and
science are taught as separate subjects.
Both years of the Lower School have a full-time teacher as
well as a full-time teaching assistant who can take small
tutorial groups from each class and offer extra support as
necessary. Our specialist subject teachers add variety and
further expertise to the input offered to our boys.

[Talking about the teachers]

“They make us clever”
Pre-Prep 1 pupil, aged 6
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“I like History because Sir produces it really
enthusiastically and you can picture it in your
head what’s actually happening”
10

Elements pupil, aged 9

THE UPPER SCHOOL: PREP-RUDIMENTS
Prep-Rudiments: Our boys are encouraged to become more responsible for their own
progress – we motivate them to take a personal interest in broadening their horizons.
Our boys are encouraged to become more responsible for their
own progress. We motivate them to take a personal interest
in broadening their horizons. The timetable is subject based,
similar to a secondary school and German language lessons
are introduced. The majority of subjects are taught by the
class teacher while a teaching assistant provides extra help
with core subjects every morning. The boys also have weekly
art, design and technology lessons.
Our boys are put into sets by ability for English and maths and
reasoning is introduced as a new subject. Geography, history,
games, German and ICT are taught by specialist teachers.
We support our boys through Years 5 and 6, which are
academically demanding, with the influx of exams and SATs.
To find out more about the curriculum by subject please visit
our website.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
At Loyola we believe it is important to extend the curriculum and get our boys
excited by opportunities at the school.
At Loyola we believe it is important to extend the curriculum
and get our boys excited by opportunities at the school. With
this in mind, we have a host of extra-curricular activities which
they can take part in, during both lunchtime and/or after
school until 4.15pm. There is also an After School Club which
provides after school childcare until 5.00pm every day. These
options extend the scope of our subjects beyond the timetable.

Clubs include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

After School Club
Art
Choir & Schola*
Computer
Cricket
French
Homework

•
•
•
•
•
•

Imagineering (Y6)
Poetry (Y5)
POW - Prisoner of War
Rugby
Squad Football *
String Orchestra *

* based on audition or selection
There are also a number of opportunities for all pupils to
participate in musical productions and an annual drama festival.
In addition we hold a computer club at lunchtime for pupils of
all ages to improve their word processing and keyboard skills,
which will be a vital skill for their future success.
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Our parents
Good relationships with families are extremely important to
our school and we pride ourselves on involving them in their
son’s journey throughout their time at Loyola.
A number of reports are sent throughout the year to parents
of boys in Reception 2 through to Year 6 and parents are
always welcome to make an appointment with their child’s
class teacher or the Headmaster to discuss any aspect of
their son’s performance or to contact their son’s class
teacher by email.

“My uncle and my daddy used
to come to this school when
they were little boys”
Reception 2 pupil, aged 5
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ENTRY PROCEDURE

We recognise that selecting a school for your child will be one of the most important decisions
that you will make as a parent, involving much research and discussion.
We recognise that selecting a school for your child will be
one of the most important decisions that you will make as a
parent, involving much research and discussion. If you have
any questions about our admissions process or any other
questions about the school please do contact us on
020 8504 7372 or at enquiries@loyola.essex.sch.uk

The school recognises its obligations under the Special
Educational Needs and Disability Discrimination Act 2001
and the Equality Act 2010.

Following receipt of a completed application form, the school
places pupils on the waiting list in date order of application
and according to the criteria set out below.

Entrance fee: £1,000 (payable upon acceptance of a place at the
school).

Candidates are invited to visit the school with their parents
in the term prior to their anticipated entry. The following
criteria are used for calling pupils up for interview (in order
of priority):
1. Siblings of pupils attending school at the time of
registration.
2. Roman Catholics
3. Other Christian denominations
4. All other candidates. The school has an Equal
Opportunities Policy which seeks to welcome and
assimilate all religious denominations and creeds within
the school community.
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Registration fee: £25 (to accompany application form – not
refundable).

This entrance fee is made up of a £250 non refundable
payment (which covers set up administration costs) and £750
which will be deducted from the child’s first term’s fees. If
an accepted school place is not taken up, the whole £1,000 is
forefeited and is not refundable.

[Talking about the teachers]

“They always have time for you”
Rudiments pupil, aged 11
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“We love learning and we all
love our friends at school”
Pre-Prep 2 pupil, aged 7

“From the youngest children onwards,
pupils’ achievements [at Loyola] are
excellent as are their attitudes to learning.
The overall quality and standards of EYFS
are excellent, successfully contributing to
the achievement of the school’s aims of
providing an environment in which children
feel secure and can grow in confidence
and self-esteem whilst also encouraging
all children to reach their full potential.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate 2013
If you would like to contact us you can do so by:
Phone: 020 8504 7372
Email: enquiries@ loyola.essex.sch.uk
Online: www.loyola.essex.sch.uk
Post: 103 Palmerston Road
Buckhurst Hill
Essex
IG9 5NH

